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Dear Lynne 
 
Following your correspondence of 3 October and my letter in July this year I am writing to update 
you on actions taken to address your concerns about learner travel.   
 
In my earlier response I committed my officials to undertake a survey of local authorities over the 
summer to monitor how they risk assess walked routes to school.  The exercise has now been 
completed and I attach for your information a brief report on the local authority responses. 
 
In addition to this report you will need to note that Welsh government has received correspondence 
about three walked routes to school.  In two of these, I wrote to the local authorities concerned and 
the cases were resolved.  The third case I also wrote to the local authority without resolution and the 
matter has been referred to the Ombudsman.   
 
Your latest letter asked about the review of the learner travel guidance in 2016.  This was a light 
review following a query about terminology where discrepancies had been identified by the Welsh 
Local Government Association.  Minor changes were made to clarify meaning and ensure 
consistency.  The changes did not relate to the risk assessments for walked routes to school. 
 
You also asked about a review of the guidance in light of the Additional Learning Needs and 
Education Tribunal (Wales) Bill.  The guidance will require review and revision in due course in order 
to ensure that it is consistent with the new statutory system of support for children and young people 
with additional learning needs introduced by the Bill. Whilst undertaking that review, officials will 
consider whether any aspect of the guidance requires strengthening in relation to these learners. 
The review will also ensure that the learner travel guidance and the new Additional Learning Needs 
Code are consistent in the information they provide.  
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I remain committed to ensuring the safety of all learner travellers.  This is not limited to the safety of 
the routes they take to school but also through promoting active travel to provide learners with long 
term benefits in health and well-being.  

 

Yours sincerely 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Ken Skates AC/AM 
Ysgrifennydd y Cabinet dros yr Economi a’r Seilwaith 
Cabinet Secretary for Economy and Infrastructure 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
























